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Abstract

One of the crucial issues that emerged during the COVID-19 outbreak was the
restriction of congregational worship activities. This restriction of worship
activities occurred throughout the Islamic world, including in Indonesia and
Malaysia, and received special coverage in Arabic-language online news from both
countries. This paper aims to analyse the framing of Arabic news media, namely
Indonesia Al Youm and Aswaq Malaysia, regarding restrictions on religious
activities during the pandemic. This qualitative research uses primary data on
religious practices during COVID-19 in Indonesia Al-Youm and Aswaq Malaysia.
In analysing framing media from Arabic newspapers, the researchers
implemented Pan and Kosicki's theoretical concept of framing media. The paper
found limited data from Indonesia al-Youm related to the news on religious
restrictions during COVID-19. Therefore, Indonesia al-Youm did not display any
specific perspective or ideology behind the news regarding restrictions on
religious activities. Most of the news from Indonesia al-Youm was adopted and
translated directly from several Indonesian newspapers such as Detik.com. On
the contrary, Aswaq Malaysia can provide detailed media framing regarding
restrictions on religious activities during the pandemic. This is because the
Malaysian government has gradually issued regulations on religious activity
restrictions for each state in the Malaysian region. However, Aswaq's news
framing regarding restrictions on religious activities sounds neutral and does not
contain any expressive elements to attack certain parties.

Keywords: Media Framing, Indonesia ALY oum, Aswaq Malaysia, Religions Restrictions,
Covid-19, Arabic in media.
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Introduction

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed people's lives in various fields, such
as the economy, education, and religious worship'. During the pandemic that hit
in March 2020, almost all places of worship in Indonesia and abroad were forced
to close or remain in use temporarily, but with a limited number of
congregations.” Various fatwas by MUI and Islamic organizations such as
Muhammadiyah and NU have been issued to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Even so, almost all places of worship, such as mosques, began to use them as
usual while still observing health protocols.’

As a neighbouring country, Malaysia is also experiencing the same thing:
restrictions on various activities, including religious activities, during the
pandemic. Fatwas and recommendations from the government and officials
related to restricting worship practice have also been issued. In Ramadhan 2020,
for example, both the Indonesian and Malaysian governments recommended
performing Eid prayers in their respective homes.” The two countries also

prohibited going home or mudik, which has become a tradition for the two

'Akhsani Sholihati Yasri dan Yoyo Yoyo, “Kesulitan Pembelajaran Nahwu dengan Model Blended
Learning Pasca Pandemi Covid-19,” An Nabighob 24, no. 2 (2022): 199-214.

2Viswanath Venkatesh, “Impacts of COVID-19: A Research Agenda to Support People in Their Fight,”
International Journal of Information Management 55 (2020): 102197.

3A Khawarizmi Siregar and Hasse Jubba, “Dampak Wabah Corona Virus Desease terhadap Budaya
Ibadah Umat Muslim dan Kebijakan Pemerintah,” Poros Onim: Journal of Social Religions 1, no. 2 (2020): 151-163.

“Min Min Tan, Ahmad Farouk Musa, and Tin Tin Su, “The Role of Religion in Mitigating the COVID-19
Pandemic: The Malaysian Multi-Faith Perspectives,” Health —Promotion  International, April 30, 2021,
https://doi.otg/10.1093/heapro/daab041.

>Choirul Amin et al., “Exploring the Prevalence of Protective Measure Adoption in Mosques during the
COVID-19 Pandemic in Indonesia,” Sustainability 13, no. 24 (2021): 13927, Muhammad Fuad Zain, “Dispensation
and Adaptation of Islamic Religious Practices Based on Fatwas of the Indonesian Ulema Council During Covid-19
Pandemic.,” Manchester Journal of International Economic Law, no. 1 (2024),
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&profile=ehost&scope=site&authtype=crawler&jrnl=17423
945&AN=177301248&h=Cl9gjSPWgzZZTXkIkU5Yn3%2B1GsVtcfxuim8QY VLqn%2FUm4IAtaLGDMOHc4
4k4wQXcjmYiBeLtOvMpRRvhAUP%2Brw%3D%3D&crl=c.
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countries.® All these efforts are being made to control the spread of COVID-19
across the regions.”’

The issue of restricting worship practice has become news and public
knowledge, both in Indonesia and Malaysia. National newspapers in Indonesia,
such as Kompas, Republika, and others, have reported several issues related to
religious practices during the pandemic. One of the national newspapers with a
particular segment is Indonesia al-Youm, an Arabic daily newspaper with a
segment of readers who can speak or understand written Arabic. As one of the
national newspapers, Indonesia Al-Youm is assumed to have covered various
national news related to religious practices during the pandemic. Meanwhile,
Malaysia has Aswaq media newspaper, which has the same segment as Al-Youm.

Both al-Youm and Aswaq, as Arabic media news, certainly have narratives
and news orientations to present specific ideas behind the news to influence
public perceptions. This narrative depends on the vision of the two daily
newspapers. The method of packaging certain news is known as framing. News
framing influences people’s attitudes and behaviours through the news they
report.® Therefore, when a daily newspaper reports news coverage, an opinion
orientation tends to affect readers, such as sympathy, empathy, and other

psychological impacts.”’

®Dimas Budi Prasetyo and Lury Sofyan, “Altering Intention to Mudik during COVID-19 Pandemic: A
Salient Cue and Simple Reminder Nudge,” Psychology and Developing Societies 33, no. 1 (2021): 121-145,
https://doi.otg/10.1177/0971333621990459.

7Ain Umaira Md Shah et al, “COVID-19 Outbreak in Malaysia: Actions Taken by the Malaysian
Government,” International Journal of Infectious Diseases 97 (2020): 108—116.

8Sophie Lecheler and Claes H De Vreese, News Framing Efffects: Theory and Practice (London and New York:
Taylor & Francis, 2019), https://doi.otg/10.4324/9781315208077.

9Rinaldo Kuhne and Christian Schemer, “The Emotional Effects of News Frames on Information
Processing and Opinion Formation,” Communication Research 42, no. 3 (December 9, 2013): 387407,
https://doi.otg/10.1177/0093650213514599.
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This study seeks to analyse the news from the two daily newspapers related
to religious practices in both countries with framing analysis and linguistic
approaches. This research will compare religious practices in Indonesia and
Malaysia based on news texts from Indonesia al-Youm and Aswaq Malaysia.

Other scholars have already conducted previous studies on framing media
during the pandemic. Ajeng D. Kartikal and Tri E. Lestaril in the Framing of
COVID-19 in German and Indonesian News, for example, analysed the news in
the Kompas daily and Der Spiegel's daily newspaper in Germany. The article
compares how COVID-19 was covered in the two newspapers by emphasizing
the main topics, namely the impact of COVID-19 on the economy, the
government's readiness to handle COVID-19, and the issue of online learning.
These issues were analysed using media framing analysis with a linguistic
approach, especially the selection of diction in news headlines."

Furthermore, Toby Bolsen, in Framing the Origins of COVID-19,
analysed the media, which helped a lot in spreading misinformation regarding the
origin of COVID-19 by spreading conspiracy theories. In this case, some media
contributed to creating COVID-19 as a product of world conspiracy theories."
Meanwhile, Mutua and Ong'ong'a in Online News Media Framing of COVID-19
Pandemic: Probing the Initial Phases of the Disease Outbreak in International
Media analysed four international media news: BBC, CNN, Al-Jazeera, and

People’s Daily. The study concluded that these four media framed COVID-19 as

WAjeng D Kartika, “Framing of COVID-19 in German and Indonesian News,” in International Joint
Conference on Arts and Humanities (IJCAH 2020) (Atlantis Press, 2020), 797-804.

Toby Bolsen, Risa Palm, and Justin T Kingsland, “Framing the Origins of COVID-19,” Science
Commmunication 42, no. 5 (2020): 562-85.
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a Chinese problem. Besides, the media also pegged the Wuhan Seafood market as
the origin of the disease.'

In addition to Mutua and Ong'ong'a's findings, similar research conducted
by Adiprasetio and Larasati examined how detik.com has narratives and
influences public behaviour through its pragmatic approach. Through the entire
analysis, the study concluded that during the formative period of COVID-19,
detick.com tends to have a positive tone toward the government but gradually
becomes more negative."

In the Malaysian context, some relevant studies on farming media of
COVID-19 are found in the following papers. First, Media Framing on the
COVID-19 pandemic in Malaysian and Indonesian Newspapers, the paper
compared framing media on COVID-19 by analysing two leading newspapers as
the selected sample: Berita Harian in Malaysia and Kompas in Indonesia. The
study reported that a neutral frame tone is more dominant in Berita Harian,
followed by an alarming and reassuring tone. Meanwhile, Kompas' report on
COVID-19 was dominated by a disturbing tone, followed by a neutral tone, while
a reassuring tone was absent."* Second, ‘A Long Battle Ahead” Malaysian and
Singaporean Prime Ministers Employ War Metaphors for COVID-19 paper
studied the frame on COVID-19 of Malaysian and Singaporean Prime Ministers

through metaphor analysis. The study concluded that both prime ministers used

12§ylvia Ndanu Mutua and Daniel Oloo Ong’ong’a, “Online News Media Framing of COVID-19
Pandemic: Probing the Initial Phases of the Disease Outbreak in International Media,” Ewuropean Journal of Interactive
Multimedia and Education 1, no. 2 (2020): 2-8, https://doi.otg/10.30935/¢jimed/8402.

BJustito Adiprasetio and Annissa Winda Larasati, “Pandemic Crisis in Online Media: Quantitative
Framing Analysis on Detik. Com’s Coverage of Covid-19,” Jurnal Iimu Sosial Dan 1imu Politik 24, no. 2 (n.d.): 153—
70.

4Morissan Morissan et al., “Media Framing on Covid-19 Pandemic in Malaysian and Indonesian
Newspapers,”  International  Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences 10, no. 10 (2020),
https://doi.otg/10.6007 /ijatbss/v10-110/8016.
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several metaphors to influence public opinion on combating the virus. Several
metaphors, such as ‘enemy’ or ‘invisible enemy’, to describe the virus are
frequently used by both ministers."

In a specific study, Essam, in How Do Arab Tweeters Perceive the
COVID-19 Pandemic? analysed Arab society's perceptions of COVID-19 on
Twitter through attribution theory and corpus analysis. His study found several
dominant topics on COVID-19 in media Twitter, namely the outbreak of
COVID-19, the symptoms of the disease, and religious discourse concerning
COVID-19. From perception theory, Arab societies, in general, have affective

psychological on COVID-19, indicated by sadness and negative emotions.'*

Media Framing of COVID-19
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Figure 1. Previous studies on media framing of COVID-19

Based on the chart, most of the previous research focused on how framing

media of COVID-19 explained the case of COVID-19 from its health

15’Kumaran Rajandran, ““A Long Battle Ahead’: Malaysian and Singaporean Prime Ministers Employ War
Metaphors  for COVID-19,” GEMA Ounline  Journal of Language Studies 20, no. 3 (2020): 261-67,
https://doi.otg/10.17576/ gema-2020-2003-15.

16Bacem A Essam and Muhammad S Abdo, “How Do Arab Tweeters Perceive the COVID-19
Pandemic?,” Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 2020, 1-15.
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perspective.'” This means the studies are more aware of how the country or
government overcame the pandemic. Meanwhile, the survey on Arabic news

media is limited. Therefore, this paper has novelty and a contribution to the

journal by presenting the analysis of how Arabic media in Indonesia and Malaysia
framed news on religious activities during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Method

This qualitative research is conducted using data from primary and
secondary resources. The primary resources are original materials for providing
research evidence. By contrast, secondary sources are close to the primary data or
resources.'® In this research, primary data on religious practices during COVID-
19 in Indonesia and Malaysia are obtained from two daily Arabic newspapers,
Indonesia Al-Youm and Aswaq Malaysia, dated from 2020 to 2021. The two
newspapers were chosen because they are the most representative Arabic-
language newspapers in presenting national news in their respective countries.
Meanwhile, other data were also obtained from other Arabic newspapers, namely
Al-Jazeera Arabic, to see and compare the extent to which news related to

religious practices was packaged in Arabic newspapers.

"Mastewal Misganaw Alemayehu, “Communicating Health: Media Framing of COVID—19 Pandemic in
Sub-Saharan African Countries,” International Journal of Media and Information Literacy 5, no. 2 (2020): 110-22,
https://doi.otg/10.13187/IJMIL.2020.2.110; Lili Gui, “Media Framing of Fighting COVID-19 in China,” Socio/ogy
of Health and Illness, 2021, https://doi.otg/10.1111/1467-9566.13271; Ekwutosi Sanita Nwakpu, Valentine
Okwudilichukwu Ezema, and Jude Nwakpoke Ogbodo, “Nigeria Media Framing of Coronavirus Pandemic and
Audience  Response,”  Health ~ Promotion  Perspectives 10, no. 3 (July 12, 2020):  192-99,
https://doi.otg/10.34172/hpp.2020.32; Wonkwang Jo and Dukjin Chang, “Political Consequences of COVID-19
and Media Framing in South Korea,” Frontiers in Public ~ Health 8 (2020),
https://doi.otg/10.3389/fpubh.2020.00425; Jude Nwakpoke Ogbodo et al., “Communicating Health Crisis: A
Content Analysis of Global Media Framing of COVID-19,” Health Promotion Perspectives 10, no. 3 (2020): 257-69,
https://doi.otg/10.34172 /hpp.2020.40.

18W. David Kelton, Input Data Collection and Analysis., Winter Simulation Conference Proceedings (London: Sage,
1984), https://doi.otg/10.1201/9780203496466-8; Donald E Polkinghorne, “Language and Meaning: Data
Collection in Qualitative Research.,”  Journal of  Counseling  Psychology 52, no. 2 (2005): 137,
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/0022-0167.52.2.137.
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The research data were analysed based on analytical techniques in the
media framing discipline or news framing combined with a linguistic approach.
The research adopts a framing analysis of Pan and Kosicki in a practical study. In
his theory, there are four major categories of structural dimensions of news
discourse: syntactical structure, script structure, thematic structure, and rhetorical
structure. The four categories are summarised in the following table. The
syntactical structure will focus on how the journalist arranges the news, which can
be reflected in the headline, lead, background information, quotes, sources, and
conclusion. Meanwhile, in the script structure, attention will be paid to how the
journalist narrates the news, which can be found in the completeness of the news.
The thematic structure refers to how the journalist presents the news or fact,
which can be reflected in the details of the news, the meaning of the sentence,
coherence, and sentence form. In the rhetorical structure, the analysis will focus
on how the journalist emphasised the fact by choosing a specific lexicon,

graphics, metaphors, and others."”

9Zhongdang Pan and Gerald M. Kosicki, “Framing Analysis: An Approach to News Discourse,” Political
Commmnication 10, no. 1 (Januaty 1, 1993): 55-75, https://doi.otg/10.1080/10584609.1993.9962963.
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Results and Discussion

Analysis of Indonesia al-Youm

A.Title of the News: Juolgay 5o o Lewtios) (8 Lbudl Slelain¥ g ysS 05 3
1. Syntactic Structure - "

It is very interesting to note that the title of the news in Indonesia al-Youm
is also available in other Arabic newspapers: https://sudan.sahafahn.net and
https:/ /www.aljazeera.net without any modification or additional information. It
means that the writer of the news is the same person. It could also be identified
that the three newspapers have a common opinion regarding the published news.
If it is traced carefully, the news was originally published by Aljazeera. Therefore,
publication dates of the news are different: Indonesia al-Youm published the
news on March 21, 2020, while sudan.sahafahn.net and Aljazeera.net published
the news on March 20, 2020.

The lead news of holgas J2io ot Leutions] § audl cleloaa¥l . Lig ysS (05 3

stated that Anies Baswedan was the first governor among other who issued the

regulation to restrict any religious sermon including Friday Prayer and other

religious minority sermon in mosques or churches:

snkiol s Aeuigoid) Slladally @B Jspaue 5 sE (lesyals sl 5,SLr oSl ik

Laps g S clglio Sy cdaazdl agull (0 ¢lam) Celel) pozdl ilglio a8gy Zaazll p g

peizll (@ AT (S39 eelad udlme oo S didy Loy 63l Ahpall LS (wsaladl (ye
(Indonesia al-Youm, 20/03/2020) gudsigsy!

The regulation on religious restriction issued by Anies narrated by the news
as the foremost regulation among other Indonesian governors during pro and

contra to the fatwa of MUI (Indonesian Council of Ulama).
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2. Script Structure

Script What Governor of Jakarta (L5)Sl> «Sl>), Anies Baswedan, issued the

Structure . . . . .
first regulation on religious restriction among other Indonesian

governors in response to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in
Jakarta.

Who Governor of Jakarta, Anies Baswedan

When March 20 2020

Where The regulations issued in Jakarta

Why The regulation issued to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in Jakarta,
in particular

How The regulation on religious restriction with special reference to the
restriction of Friday Prayer will be evaluated within two weeks

3. Thematic Structure

The news not only reported the regulation of religious restriction issued by
Anies Baswedan but also covered important religious sermons currently
happening in other parts of Indonesia. The first sermon was the World Ijtima’
Tablighi congressional in Goa province, with its ten thousand members attending
the event. The last event was the religious and traditional ceremonies for the
inauguration of one of its bishops in Ruteng, the capital of Manggarai Province in
East Nusa Tenggara Province, attended by the Cardinal of the Indonesian
Catholic Church, its leaders and representatives. Others, estimated at seven
thousand.

4. Rhetoric Structure

The news used the word “&Edw!” (trans: to precede) to describe the
regulation issued by Anies. It means that the news represents Anies as the bravest
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and the foremost governor in issuing religious restrictions. However, this brave
decision was also supported by the fatwa from MUI In the other part, the news
shows the ambiguity of the Indonesian government in regulating other sectors,
such as the economy.
595 gl sLazd¥! LLAL S BBSe] 1 o 5pas o lesdlel s LS wgsSyr o
sl 20sll e sgazll J5adl 693 (o Cteaisi¥l (adle sletel oy (paliatdl (ill=s
e ollocl Bels (6,51 clelimg clausy Ja3 clellad § Osleny cullly clsmill 2l IS
(Indonesia al-Youm, ebiie JSéo o deadl Sdsn o o duiel Loy Adlie S

20/03/2020).
The ambiguity is indicated by using the word “0SV” (trans: in contrast or on

the contrary) to show that the government only restricted religious sermon
sectors, but not economic activities. However, the rhetorical style of the news
seems to be neutral.
B. Title of the News: Lig S ¢lgi>l 5.8 Caases s Aeuaiots ¥l Lasolall
1. Syntactic Structure

The news title means, “The Indonesian capital begins easing restrictions to
contain coronavirus.” The news title does not explicitly mention easing
restrictions for religious practices. However, the news discusses the possibility of
starting Friday prayers and employees returning to their workplaces while
observing health protocols.

2. Script Structure

Scrept What Jakarta capital eases Corona restrictions
Structure

Who Governor of Jakarta, Anies Baswedan

When June 4 2020

Where The regulations issued in Jakarta
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Why The infection continues to decline

How Easing restrictions only applied to religious activities (Jum’at) and
reopening shopping centres.

3. Thematic Structure
The news informs that there may be congregational prayers, especially
Friday prayers for Jakarta residents. In addition, easing also occurs in economic
activities, namely the reopening of workplaces while still wearing masks. This can

be seen in the following news excerpt:

ol peztll G Ogiblsll Ta oF Sl o i) cOlisgaly (sl (5,8l (Sl JUB diile 0
Loydiy o Jaal) cad¥l agy oo les melae SLel ) Bogall Jloall (S LS ezl ué (o ¢l
REAEPN e 3 EOSE NP ES DI P Flo¥l aeladdl 9w, lay ol

4. Rhetoric Structure

In terms of rhetoric, one of the elements of words that can be the main

clue is the use of the word " S«s" (trans: possibility). This means that the

discourse on easing worship activities is still in a wait-and-see manner, considering
the development of the COVID-19 cases. So, it is possible that the easing will not
be implemented if unexpected things are found. Therefore, the rhetoric used in
the news quote above is neutral and not firm.
C. Title of the News: LigysS Jlam 0y eyl po apall sLaal ¢ 9,8 luy outignti] Osule
1. Syntactic Structure

This news title shows the existence of religious activities, namely the
celebration of Fid al-Fitr amid the COVID-19 pandemic. The news title states
that millions of Indonesians travel to celebrate Eid al-Fitr in their hometowns
with their families amid the dangers of the COVID-19 pandemic.

2. Script Structure
171



Al Magqayis Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Arab dan Kebahasaaraban
p-I1SSN 2338-1337 e-ISSN 2615-3890

Scrept What Millions of Indonesians return home to celebrate Eid al-Fitr

Structure

Who Indonesian Muslims

When  May 7 2021

Where Indonesia in general

Why To celebrate Eid al-Fitri

How Ignoring the awareness of COVID-19 and prioritizing going home

2. Thematic Structure
The news title above shows that the government cannot stem the number
of travellers who travel to their hometowns. However, the news tries to show that
there are still efforts from the government to convey information about the ban
on going home so that the number of travellers decreases. This can be seen in the
tollowing text:
opdladl sue (adsn gt 9all Jlasl Joo laglall ;i holsiv cillalel
3. Rhetoric Structure
Rhetorically, the news quoted above uses the word "hadzr", showing that
the government can only issue prohibition instructions without being able to
firmly prevent travellers from returning to their hometowns. To prevent the
spread of the virus during homecoming, the government continues to prepare
15,500 security forces. The following is an excerpt from the text:
anll garkas e Jaald Ronbudl lyally 2, il oo 3,8 a1 155 g 5 otz 61 5yl s
Auzeall c¥sSe59 ) duass Adlyeg el (e Lalazely Wl 09,4l
In the news excerpt above, the word a/-hadzr gets an additional word after
it, namely al-mafrudh, so it becomes one phrase al-hadzr al-mafrudh, which means
mandatory prohibition. This phrase shows rhetorically that the government has
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carried out its obligation, namely issuing a ban on homecoming by preparing

security forces to oversee the policy.

D.Title of the news: aladl 10 ol &My o L] Lewions] (Me! 3 cady LigysSI1 - La]
21442

1. Syntactic structure
The news title above states that the coronavirus vaccine is the main reason
Indonesia is not allowed to perform the Hajj pilgrimage in 1442 H, and there is
no other reason.

2. Script Structure

Script Structure  'What The cancellation of Hajj trips for the year 1442 AH

Who Ministry of Religious Affairs

When June 4 2021

Where Official channel online of religious affairs IG

Why Due to coronavirus vaccine

How The Ministry of Religious Affairs released the announcement
after the formal release of Saudi Arabia on listed countries
permitted to come to Saudi Arabia for Hajj.

3. Thematic Structure
The Indonesian government announced its position on Hajj this year,
2021. The Indonesian Minister of Religious Affairs, Yaqut Khalil, confirmed that
his country has cancelled Hajj trips for 2021. Indonesia did not send the haj;
pilgrims because, on May 31, 2021, the Saudi government released news
containing permission for hajj pilgrims from 11 countries to enter Saudi Arabia,

such as America, Japan, and the United Arab Emirates. Based on the news
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release, Indonesia is not included in the 11 countries allowed to perform the Hayjj.

This can be seen in the following news text excerpt:

e ool Lol e Bgagaad) Adsludl 3,1 59 walel 2021/5/31 38151 sl pgs 3 451 LS4,

35351l Ll ade 1 o) o (vn ASLel) gy g e o gl Lol e s

Litious] 3,5 g Bueill &oyall LY 9 (o Lldly (8ol Buzeill ol ol <l cay e
Adead! 83136l (3l (38,5683l Joull e

The underlined sentence emphasizes that Indonesia is not included among

the countries permitted to perform the Hajj pilgrimage.
4. Rhetoric Structure
The keyword that is the rhetorical point in the news above is the phrase
"ligoh kuruna". The phrase is placed at the beginning of the news title and is
repeatedly mentioned in the news text. This is why Indonesia did not get
permission to perform the hajj. A quote that confirms the use of the rhetorical
wotd "ligoh kuruna" can be seen in the following news text:
e Lutigs] Jgam pute 38,5510 Jolgall ao Leuaigns) § pasiad!l Lo sS (oo 28 7140 dag
pLdid a2l cuge 3 La

Analysis of Aswaq Malaysia
A.Title of the news: J3Lll § ylalls Laazdl 8o Jladusl 555 AW oy 435
1. Syntactic Structure
The news title above shows how Aswaq Media reported on implementing
Friday prayer during the pandemic by replacing it with Dzuhur prayers at home.

This policy follows the decision of the Minister of Religious Affairs, Malaysia, Dr.
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Zulkifli Mohamad Al-Bakri. Antaranews.com, Indonesia, also reported similar
news.”

2. Script Structure

Scrept What The Malaysian state of Perlis has decided to replace
Structure Friday prayers with Dzuhur prayers at home

Who The Malaysian state of Perlis

When March 13 2020

Where State of Perlis

Why Replacing Friday prayers with the Dzuhur prayer due to Covid-
19.

How Replacing Friday prayer with Dzuhur prayer at home.

3. Thematic Structure

Based on the news title, the state of Perlis issued a decree regarding
replacing Friday prayers with Dzuhur prayers at their respective homes. The
decision was made after consultation and direction from the Minister of Health
and the Perlis Fatwa Committee. Based on the Royal Decree, Friday prayers can
be replaced with Dzuhur prayers, which are explicitly carried out at their
respective homes. This means that eliminating Friday prayers should also impact

the absence of obligatory prayers in the mosque congregation.
Wgall slasl ez G Banll Do Sl vty Logays Litlle iy Jlod pualys 295 ool
s> agosll loa] Gl el 235 8yl STy UL 3 ylall 8o Lbrs Jomd (Lsks 13) gl
L (e Gl sLépy! cUiSy Covid 19- lia Amuall 5yl 39 (e Bisdins ely] (de Jguazll day
et 5518

2antaranews.com, “Sholat Jumat di Perlis diganti sholat dhuhur di rumah masing-masing,” Antara News,
March 13, 2020, https://www.antaranews.com/betita/1353398/sholat-jumat-di-petlis-diganti-sholat-dhuhur-di-
rumah-masing-masing.
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4. Rhetoric Structure
Regarding rhetoric, the news quote above is very cautious and formal. The
rhetoric of caution can be reflected in the use of the diction "#s#zbdal" which is
"replacing," instead of using other words such as "prohibit" or "eliminate" the
implementation of Friday prayers. This means that the Aswaq news is careful not
to say that Friday prayers are not carried out first due to the increasing spread of
the Coronavirus. Regarding formal rhetoric, Aswaq uses the diction "asdhdarat"
[issued] at the beginning of the sentence. Based on the dictionary, "ashdara" has
various meanings, such as to issue, release, and produce. In the context of the
news, formally, the Aswaq newspaper correctly chooses the word "ashdara" to
show that the decision issued is related to replacing Friday prayers with Dzuhur
prayers at home.
B. Title of the News: (5,11 17 G ssziMiss drliws @ ezl 8o Balad uyal
1. Syntactic Structure
The news title states that the Jum’ah prayer has been extended until April
2020 due to the spread of Coronavirus in Malaysia. There is no other issue with
extending prayer Jum’ah at home except due to the Coronavirus.

2. Script Structure

Script What Suspension of Friday prayers in Selangor mosques extended
Structure until April 17

Who The Sultan of Selangor

When March 18 2020

Where The office of the Sultan

Why Suspension of Jum’ah prayer due to Covid-19.

How The announcement, released by the Sultan of Selangor in
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particular, was about suspending Friday prayer until April 17,
2020, to prevent the virus outbreak.

3. Thematic Structure
Since every region in Malaysia has its own Sultanate, the Sultan of Selangor
also followed other Sultan in releasing the decree to suspend the Friday prayer
during the pandemic and replacing it with the Dzuhur prayer at home. Other
religious activities in the Mosques or other religious places were suspended until
April 17.
4l 9 ualudl puex 3 Areztl Do Bulad puad a5 451 spmidlws 4¥y llalus e pylef
BAS I aedilie 3 mladl 8oy Aremll Silslio Jlauiuly cpalind] prez il LS. Jin1 17 5
Baleadl (Slely libially v laudl pen (3 3l di¥ly culllaally Slaazdl o) Gled! JBs. Goladl)
oyl 17 g cuale
4. Rhetoric Structure
Still using formal rhetoric, the news portrays the suspension of Friday
prayer in the Selangor region. Therefore, the word “a’/ana” means “to announce,”
and “maktal” means “office” reflected that the news was released formally by the
government.
C.Title of the news: gl 31 G LYl § uaLudl e oo oy H9midlw llale
1. Syntactic structure
Unlike previous news, the title clearly stated that the mosques were closed
for religious activities until May 31, 2020.

2. Script Structure

Script What The Sultan of Selangor announces the closure of
Structure Mosques in the state until May 31
Who The Sultan of Selangor
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When April 13 2020
Where Selangor
Why The closure of the Mosques in Selangor to avoid the

outbreak of the virus

How The closure of Mosques that the Sultan of Selangor released
was to prevent the increased number of infections in
Malaysia.

3. Thematic Structure

Chronologically, the news of Aswaq informed the process of restricting
religious practices in several regions in Malaysia and other areas of Malaysia in
general. Former news reported that the suspension of Friday prayer and other
religious activities in mosques was until April 17, but then it was extended until
May 31 due to the increased number of infections. The following news shows it:
Slslall Ko ezl Blo Jizl wdes e old Guapal cpadl Cyd Hemdliw gllalu led
oo nd HLAT! A=dl8a (3 Suclucell clldg (aolall gule 31 &)l G LYl uxluw § Acloxll
Jial 0 Lol 1,236 5 Lidle § Lol 26515 A1) puats tugr (19-u5858 dmiall ig S

iyl 12 3L a5y (5~ 4,683
4. Rhetoric Structure

The news title used the word “/ghlag” to mean “close.” It indicates that the
government is committed to stopping any religious activities in the mosques in
Malaysia. If, in the previous news, the government only suggested replacing the
Jum’ah prayer with the Dzuhr prayer at home—which could probably be daily
prayer at the mosque with a small number of Muslims allowed—now with this
news, the government has confirmed strictly not to perform any prayer at the

mosques.
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1. Syntactic Structure
The title of the news captures the decision of the government of Malaysia
to lift a partial ban on Friday prayers and other congregational prayers in some
mosques in Malaysia.

2. Script Structure

Scrept What The partial lifting of the ban on Friday and
Structure congregational prayers in some Malaysian mosques.
Who Malaysian religious affairs

When  May 15 2020

Where Malaysia

Why Some areas are free from virus infection.

How The partial lifting of the ban on Friday prayer and other
congregational prayers is applicable only to several
mosques.

3. Thematic Structure

Through the Minister of Religious Affairs, the Malaysian government has
implemented a policy to ease the implementation of Friday prayers in several
mosques in Malaysia. This policy is specifically for green areas, namely areas that
are free from Coronavirus infection. This can be seen in the following news

excerpt:
& ety ar Ll ans (3 e Lenlls Anael) Blo e il gy 2Ll Bl (5801 503
JBy Aaazdl asddl oo Hliae! ¢ gmayts UK el WIsS Aapmlall Led Loy Zuolei¥l Lilabolia 25
DLall lda o) (Sl e JaSlgd HeaSdl adbesdl G954 elyiedl pdzme Auliyy yu3ed)
(19-45855) mal) L 58 o s oLl (oo ALl o1yl Blill 3 sl
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Initially, the news title used “7af”” which means “lift.” It indicated that the

news used formal expressions without any tendencies. Besides, the news title

added “juzzy,” which means “partial.” Therefore, raf’ jugiy, which means “partial

lifting” of the mosques' re-opening in Malaysia, is only implemented in several

areas.

E. Title of the News: lg miliy § 85940 Maely us Ll & ally 7 leud!

1. Syntactic Structure

The news title above narrates that prayers in mosques are permitted in

limited numbers for the Penang and Perak regions.

2. Script Structure

Script Structure  What

Allowing prayers in mosques in limited numbers in
Penang and Perak.

Who

The Sultan of Perak

When

January 21, 2021

Where

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Why

Coronavirus is still the cause of the limitation of the
number of Muslims praying in mosques.

How

It is allowed to perform Friday and five prayers at the
mosques but with a limited number of Muslims.

3. Thematic Structure

The news title above explains chronologically the Malaysian government's

attitude in dealing with the issue of Muslim worship during the pandemic. This
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decision was officially issued by the state of Penang and Perak, as seen in the
tollowing news excerpt:
3 el Slglally Lozl Do pabaily zews L8 ols ¢33 ollaladl Ay ollale sl
¥ dgdsme daay (¥l sgu> (paus dxbudl aes & B3kl Be ] d8Ls| wlidially Ll
(MCO) &Syl s ol &yl Gy 2al) pga (10 Tooty 23y Lasie i 40 39lany
The 5" news item broadcasts about the reopening of several mosques in
Malaysia for prayers with a limited number of worshipers. This shows that the
Aswaq daily newspaper can present news about worship activities during the
pandemic in a coherent manner.
4. Rhetoric Structure
Like previous news, the tone of the news's title seems neutral. The title and
the lead news use the word “szzah”, which means “to allow or to permit.”
Performing Friday and daily prayers at the mosques depends on certain
circumstances, such as the number of jewa’'ah and the number of infections in an
area. Therefore, the use of “samaba” only applies to those who have such
situations. It is reflected in the following news:
Ot S S Sldially ar Ludl 3 Ayl ol o el dany e 29580 o0F ) oy 5LaT LeS
Slilially aa bl @ c¥lazs of oldlad ¢l daay meud o LeST csLiaadly ooyill 8o

“Laini also indicated that the state would allow religions lectures to be held in mosques
and chapels exclusively between the Maghrib and Isha prayers. Still, it would not allow any
events or celebrations to be held in mosques and chapels.”

Framing Comparison on Religious Restrictions During the Pandemic
1. Syntactic structure
The syntactic structure is the simplest because it is most visible at the

beginning of the news, consisting of the title, news lead, background, and
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closure.”’ In general, Indonesia al-Youm opens its news with a news title that
tends to be short and non-polemic. However, in the news title of the 1st data, the
title tends to show the government's ambiguous attitude in restricting religious
activities. Furthermore, both the title and the lead of the al-Youm news tend to
give the impression of short information and do not give the reader the
impression of reading further. This is because no perspective is highlighted in
framing the news, especially regarding restrictions on religious activities during
the pandemic. Unlike al-Youm, the daily newspaper Aswaq is more detailed and
emphasizes the framing perspective when reporting religious activities during the
pandemic. Gradually, Aswaq presents news titles that systematically report the
stages of restrictions on religious practices in several central areas in Malaysia.
Therefore, the title and lead of Aswaq news tend to be more interesting for
readers to read in full.
2. Script Structure

In Pan and Kosicki's theory,” the news script aspect consists of the
elements of topic (What), actor (Who), time (When), location (Where), why the
event occurred (Why), and how the news is presented (How). In the news of
Indonesia al-Youm, the topic element revolves a lot around news related to
Indonesia's attitude towards the activities of the Indonesian people during the
pandemic. Al-Youm's news on what aspect, namely the news issue, especially
about restrictions on religious activities, is still very rare. This impacts the next

script structure elements: Who, When, Where, and Why. The actor or “Who” is

2Zhongdang Pan and Gerald M. Kosicki. “Framing Analysis: An Approach to News Discourse.” Political
Commmnication 10, no. 1 (January 1, 1993): 55-75. https://doi.org/10.1080/10584609.1993.9962963. and Kosicki,
“Framing Analysis: An Approach to News Discourse,” 59.

2] bid.
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more focused on the Indonesian government in Jakarta, including the Governor
of Jakarta at that time. Meanwhile, the explanation regarding the time aspect of
the event does not have a practice of religious restrictions that are determined by
the time span. The locus or place of the news event revolves around a national
scale and does not explain certain areas that experience religious restrictions,
except for the capital city of Jakarta.

In contrast to Indonesia al-Youm, the daily newspaper Aswaq perfectly
tulfils the script structure elements. In the What aspect, Aswaq can sequentially
and in detail report the stages of restricting religious practices in Malaysia,
especially regarding the implementation of Friday prayers and the five daily
prayers. The actors involved in the issue of restricting religious practices include
the Minister of Religious Affairs and the regional governments of Selangor,
Penang, Perak, and Malaysia in general. The reporting of restrictions on religious
practices in the Aswaq daily newspaper also pays close attention to the reporting
time based on fatwas or decisions issued by the local government. Therefore,
chronologically, Aswaq has a concrete time series of religious restrictions during
the COVID pandemic, starting from March 13, 2020, March 18, 2020, April 13,
2020, May 15, 2020, and January 21, 2021.

3. Thematic Structure

The thematic structure consists of a summary and the main body of a news
story. The elements analysed at this stage consist of paragraphs, propositions,
sentences, and relationships between sentences. Therefore, the thematic structure
is the core that connects all news elements.” In the daily newspaper Indonesia al-

Youm, the news theme about restrictions on religious practices tends to be

23 bid.
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unsystematic and jumps around. The news in Indonesia al-Youm starts from 1)
the tug-of-war over restrictions on religious activities in mosques, 2) Indonesia's
capital city relaxing social restrictions, 3) millions of Indonesians celebrate Eid in
their hometowns, and 4) the coronavirus vaccine is the reason Indonesia is not on
the list for the 2020 hajj. Thus, there are only two news titles specifically related to
restrictions on religious activities during the pandemic, namely news no. 1 and no.
4. Other themes are more about restrictions on social activities in general.

In contrast to Indonesia al-Youm, the daily newspaper Aswaq can present
a detailed theme of restrictions on religious activities during the pandemic, which
includes the following five central themes: 1) The decision to replace Friday
prayers with Dzuhur prayers at home; 2) extension of Friday prayers at home in
Selangor; 3) total closure of mosques by the Sultan of Selangor; 4) partial lifting of
restrictions on Friday prayers and five daily prayers in some mosques in Malaysia,
and 5) permission to hold Friday prayers and five daily prayers with a limited
number of worshipers. The five news themes above show that Aswaq can present
a complete news framing because each news element has a good correlation in
terms of the news title and the central theme raised, namely that there have been
restrictions on religious activities, especially Friday prayers, with stages and
gradations that are adjusted to the development of COVID-19 infection cases in
Malaysia.

4. Rhetoric Structure

Rhetorical structure describes the choice of language style used by

journalists to emphasize the message conveyed.** In the Indonesian daily

newspaper al-Youm, the language style used tends to be simple and not too

241 bid.
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rhetorical except in headline no. 1. The headline implies that the Indonesian
government is not firm in providing rules regarding restrictions on worship
during the pandemic. Therefore, the restrictions were only initiated by several
regional heads, such as the governor of Jakarta, the first governor in Indonesia to
issue a regulation prohibiting congregational prayers in mosques. Furthermore,
the headlines and editorials of the news in the Indonesian daily newspaper al-
Youm use a neutral language style and reflect the government's perspective
concerning restrictions on social and religious activities during the pandemic.
Neutral and formal language styles are more common in the daily newspaper
Aswaq in Malaysia. This is because Aswaq is more vocal about the policies of the
Malaysian government, which has gradually issued fatwas regarding restrictions on
religious activities during the pandemic. Malaysia, through regional governments
such as Selangor and others, has gradually issued issues and taken a firm stance by
the government in providing direction on restrictions on religious activities,
starting from replacing Friday prayers with Dzuhur prayers, extending the
implementation of Friday prayers at home, and other themes presented by the
Aswaq newspaper in a formal and neutral language style.
Conclusion

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Muslim religious activities have been
challenged and restricted to prevent the spread of the virus. Each Muslim
country, such as Indonesia and Malaysia, has different rules and implementations
of restrictions on religious activities based on religious fatwas and their respective
regulations. These religious restriction regulations are one of the topics reported
by Arabic-language media such as Indonesia al-Youm and Aswaq in Malaysia.

Based on the analysis of the Pan and Kosicki media framing model of the two
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daily Arabic newspapers, the researcher came to the following conclusions. First,
Indonesia al-Youm news is generally a translation of various national news
sources, then translated into Arabic. This can be seen from the excerpts from
Indonesia al-Youm news, which generally include the translated news sources.
Therefore, media framing is very limited and tends to follow the style of the
journalists of the original source. Meanwhile, Aswaq can provide detailed media
framing regarding religious activity restrictions during the Malaysia pandemic.
This is because the Malaysian government has gradually issued regulations
restricting religious activities in each region of Malaysia. However, the framing of
news related to restrictions on religious activities tends to be neutral and does not

contain elements that attack certain parties.
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