
The 6th Annual Postgraduate Conference on Muslim Society (APCOMS), 2024  
Postgraduate of Antasari State Islamic University, Banjarmasin, Indonesia 

1 

ISLAM, EDUCATION AND SUSTAINABILITY: 
How these aspects can work together to create a stronger 

awareness of environmental conservation 
 

Budhy Munawar-Rachman 
Driyarkara School of Philosophy, Jakarta, Indonesia 

 
 
 

Abstract  

This article explores the integral role of Islamic teachings in addressing 
the global environmental crisis. It highlights how Islam, as a 
comprehensive religion, provides ethical guidance for humanity's 
relationship with nature, emphasizing stewardship (khalifah), balance 
(mizan), and moderation (israf). Islamic education is crucial in fostering 
environmental awareness, where schools and religious institutions can 
incorporate teachings that promote conservation as a religious duty. 
The article underscores the concept of "Rahmatan Lil 'Alamin" (mercy 
to all creation), positioning environmental care as a central tenet of the 
faith. Practical applications of these principles are seen in initiatives 
like tree planting, water conservation, and the "Green Mosque" 
movement in Muslim-majority countries. By integrating Islamic values 
into education and policy, Muslim communities are contributing to 
global sustainability efforts, demonstrating that faith-based 
approaches can offer valuable solutions to modern ecological 
challenges. The article concludes by advocating for a stronger 
alignment between Islamic education and environmental ethics to 
inspire a new generation of environmentally conscious Muslims. 
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Introduction 

Islam is a comprehensive religion that provides guidance for all aspects of life, including 
the relationship between humans and the natural world. As a religion that emphasizes 
moral and ethical responsibilities, Islam offers clear directives on how humans should 
care for the environment. Education in Islam plays a crucial role in instilling values that 
promote environmental stewardship. As global environmental crises intensify, Islamic 
teachings on balance, moderation, and responsibility are increasingly relevant. 

This article will explore the interrelationship between Islam, education, and 
sustainability, and how these three aspects can work together to create a stronger 
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awareness of environmental conservation, particularly within the global Muslim 
community. 

Islam, derived from the Arabic root word "salam," meaning peace, emphasizes 
submission to the will of Allah. Muslims believe that all aspects of life, from social 
relations to the treatment of the environment, should align with divine guidance. Islam 
is holistic in nature, providing a comprehensive framework for how humans interact 
with both other people and the natural world.   

"Rahmatan Lil 'Alamin" translates to "mercy to all creation," emphasizing that 
Islam is not only for the benefit of humanity but for the entirety of creation, including 
animals, plants, and the environment. Muslims are encouraged to view their role on 
Earth as caretakers, protecting and preserving the environment as part of their religious 
duty. 

Islam places humans in the role of khalifah (steward or vicegerent) of the Earth. 
This means that humans have a duty to care for and maintain the balance of nature. 
The Qur’an and Hadith emphasize the importance of maintaining the balance of nature 
and prohibiting acts of environmental degradation (Qur’an, 2:205). This responsibility 
underpins Islamic environmental ethics and guides Muslims toward sustainable living. 
 
Education in Islam 

In Islam, education is seen as a fundamental obligation for every Muslim, both men 
and women. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon 
every Muslim.” Islamic education does not only encompass religious teachings but also 
includes the acquisition of knowledge that benefits human welfare and the 
environment. 

From the Golden Age of Islam, Muslim scholars have significantly contributed 
to various fields of knowledge. The world’s first university, Al-Qarawiyyin, was 
founded by Fatimah al-Fihri, a Muslim woman, in Morocco. Scholars like Ibn Sina and 
Al-Khwarizmi made groundbreaking contributions in medicine and mathematics, 
showing the importance of education in Islamic civilization. 

Islamic education is not only about acquiring academic knowledge; it is also 
about building moral and ethical character. Islamic teachings encourage care for other 
human beings, animals, and the environment. An Islamic education integrates values 
like responsibility, moderation, and respect for nature, guiding individuals toward 
ethical and sustainable living. 
 
Environmental Ethics in Islamic Teachings 

Islam views the natural world as a manifestation of Allah’s creation. Humans are 
entrusted with the responsibility to preserve and protect this creation as an amanah 
(trust). The Qur'an frequently highlights the harmony and balance within the natural 
world and warns against disrupting this balance. For example, in Surah Ar-Rahman 
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(55:7-9), Allah emphasizes the importance of maintaining balance and order in the 
universe. 

Several principles within Islamic teachings pertain to environmental 
stewardship: 1) Balance (Mizan): Everything in nature is created with balance, and 
humans are commanded to maintain this balance; 2) Moderation (Israf): Islam 
discourages wastefulness and excess, particularly in the use of natural resources 
(Qur'an, 7:31); 3) Responsibility (Amanah): As stewards of the Earth, humans are 
responsible for the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources, ensuring that 
future generations can enjoy them as well. 

In Islam, environmental responsibility is not only a collective societal duty but 
also an individual obligation. Each Muslim is taught to avoid causing harm to the Earth 
and to use natural resources responsibly. This personal responsibility extends to every 
aspect of life, from water usage in daily rituals like wudhu (ablution) to broader lifestyle 
choices that minimize environmental impact. 
 
Environmental Education from an Islamic Perspective 

Environmental education is essential in fostering awareness of the importance of 
conservation and sustainability. From an Islamic perspective, environmental education 
is intertwined with religious values. Caring for the Earth is seen as a form of worship 
and a reflection of one’s faith. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized 
cleanliness and environmental preservation when he said, “Cleanliness is part of faith.” 
This indicates that environmental awareness is an integral part of Islamic ethics. 
 Several Islamic values support the need for environmental education: 1) 
Balance and moderation: Islam teaches that humans must maintain the balance that 
Allah has established on Earth. This principle is central to promoting sustainability in 
environmental education. 2) Stewardship: Environmental education can reinforce the 
concept that every individual is responsible for protecting the Earth as part of their 
religious duty. 3) Respect for nature: Islam teaches that all creatures have intrinsic value 
and that humans must respect the rights of animals and plants, which further 
emphasizes the need for environmental consciousness. 

Islamic schools and institutions have a crucial role in integrating environmental 
education with religious teachings. Some schools have adopted programs that include 
environmental activities such as tree planting, recycling, and water conservation. 
Through these initiatives, students learn that protecting the environment is part of their 
faith and moral responsibility. For example, Islamic institutions can incorporate lessons 
on conservation into their curriculum by highlighting relevant Qur’anic verses and 
Hadith. Furthermore, initiatives like the "Green School" program implemented by 
some Islamic schools encourage students to actively participate in environmental 
conservation projects. 
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Global Challenges in Education and Environmental Preservation 

The global environmental crisis, which includes climate change, deforestation, 
pollution, and species extinction, presents significant challenges to humanity. Islamic 
teachings, with their emphasis on balance, moderation, and the prohibition of 
environmental harm, provide a strong moral framework for addressing these 
challenges. For example, water scarcity in many Muslim-majority countries highlights 
the importance of water conservation, which is emphasized in the Qur'an and Hadith. 

Education is a key factor in addressing environmental challenges. Islamic 
education, in particular, can play an important role in raising awareness of the need for 
environmental conservation. By incorporating Islamic environmental ethics into 
education systems, schools can help cultivate a generation of Muslims who are 
environmentally conscious and prepared to address the ecological challenges facing the 
world today. 

Muslims have a collective and individual responsibility to protect the 
environment as part of their religious duty. The Qur'an frequently warns against 
causing harm to the Earth (Qur'an, 7:56), and Muslims are encouraged to adopt 
sustainable practices in their daily lives. This responsibility extends beyond personal 
actions to include participating in broader initiatives and policies aimed at 
environmental conservation. 

In addressing global environmental challenges, collaboration between different 
countries and communities is essential. Muslims worldwide can contribute to this effort 
by working with international organizations to promote environmental conservation 
from a faith-based perspective. Various interfaith initiatives already exist, where people 
of different religions collaborate on environmental projects, reflecting shared ethical 
commitments to protecting the Earth. 
 
Islamic Solutions to Environmental Issues 

Many governments in Muslim-majority countries can adopt Islamic values in 
formulating environmental policies. For example, policies that address resource 
management, water conservation, and energy use can be based on Islamic teachings 
about the avoidance of wastefulness and the protection of natural resources. These 
policies can help address environmental challenges more effectively by aligning them 
with the moral and ethical values of Islam. 

Islamic teachings offer practical solutions to modern environmental problems. 
One example is the emphasis on water conservation in Islamic rituals, such as the 
practice of wudhu, where Muslims are encouraged to use water sparingly. This principle 
can be applied to water conservation efforts in Muslim-majority countries that are 
facing water shortages. Additionally, the prohibition of excessive consumption and 
waste in Islam provides a foundation for promoting sustainable consumption patterns. 
Muslims are encouraged to avoid overconsumption and to engage in practices that 
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minimize their environmental impact. 
Several eco-friendly movements inspired by Islamic values have emerged in the 

Muslim world. In some Middle Eastern countries, mosques are adopting solar energy 
and other sustainable technologies. For example, "Green Mosque" initiatives in 
countries like Jordan and Morocco promote energy efficiency and waste reduction in 
places of worship, serving as a model for environmentally conscious behavior within 
the community. In Indonesia, Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) have launched green 
initiatives, where students are involved in environmental conservation activities such 
as planting trees, waste recycling, and reducing energy consumption. These initiatives 
aim to educate young Muslims on the importance of caring for the environment as an 
integral part of their faith, demonstrating how Islamic values can be practically applied 
to address modern environmental challenges. 

Muslim leaders, both religious and political, play a crucial role in advocating for 
environmental protection within their communities. Religious leaders, through 
sermons (khutbahs) and teachings, can emphasize the Islamic obligation to care for the 
Earth and promote sustainable practices. They can encourage their followers to view 
environmental stewardship as a form of worship and remind them that the Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) set an example of living in harmony with nature. 

Political leaders in Muslim-majority countries can implement policies that align 
with Islamic environmental ethics. For instance, they can advocate for renewable 
energy projects, sustainable agricultural practices, and the preservation of natural 
habitats. By integrating these Islamic principles into public policy, Muslim leaders can 
help foster a culture of environmental responsibility within their nations. 
 
Case Studies: Implementation of Islamic Values in Environmental 
Conservation 

Several Muslim-majority countries have taken significant steps to integrate Islamic 
principles into their environmental conservation efforts. For example, in the United 
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, large-scale renewable energy projects, such as solar 
farms, have been initiated to reduce reliance on fossil fuels and minimize environmental 
degradation. These efforts reflect the Islamic emphasis on balance and avoiding harm 
to the Earth. 

In Indonesia, the world's largest Muslim-majority country, environmental 
education is being integrated into the curricula of Islamic schools and pesantren. These 
institutions teach students about the importance of environmental sustainability 
through the lens of Islamic teachings, encouraging them to engage in practices such as 
tree planting and waste reduction. This approach helps foster environmental 
consciousness among young Muslims and ensures that future generations are prepared 
to take on the environmental challenges facing the world. 

In addition to government-led initiatives, many grassroots movements within 
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Muslim communities are promoting environmental conservation. For example, in 
Morocco, local communities have started projects aimed at water conservation in 
response to the country’s growing water scarcity issues. These projects are inspired by 
Islamic teachings that emphasize the responsible use of water and the prohibition of 
wastefulness. 

In Indonesia, the "Santri Menanam" (Students Planting Trees) movement is 
another example of a community-based initiative led by Islamic boarding school 
students. This movement encourages young Muslims to actively participate in 
reforestation and environmental restoration efforts, demonstrating that environmental 
stewardship is deeply rooted in Islamic values. Through these actions, students not only 
help protect the environment but also reinforce their faith by fulfilling their duties as 
stewards of the Earth. 

Many sustainable development projects in Muslim-majority countries are 
inspired by Islamic principles. In countries like Egypt and Jordan, projects focused on 
water conservation and renewable energy are being implemented with guidance from 
Islamic teachings. These projects involve the local communities in managing water 
resources and energy use, ensuring that development is both environmentally 
sustainable and socially inclusive. 

Furthermore, in some mosques across the Muslim world, solar panels and 
energy-efficient technologies have been installed as part of the "Green Mosque" 
initiative. These mosques serve as models of sustainability within their communities, 
showing how Islamic teachings on moderation and responsibility can be applied to 
reduce carbon footprints and promote environmental sustainability. 
 
Conclusion 

Islam provides a robust moral framework for addressing the environmental challenges 
of the modern world. With its emphasis on balance, moderation, and the responsibility 
to avoid harm to the Earth, Islamic teachings offer clear guidance on how humans 
should interact with the natural environment. As environmental issues such as climate 
change and resource depletion become more pressing, the relevance of these teachings 
grows ever more significant. 

Education is a critical tool in fostering environmental consciousness within 
Muslim communities. Islamic education, when integrated with environmental ethics, 
can cultivate a new generation of Muslims who are equipped with the knowledge and 
values necessary to address environmental challenges. By viewing environmental 
stewardship as a form of worship and responsibility, Muslims can play a vital role in 
global efforts to preserve the planet for future generations. 

Muslims have both an individual and collective responsibility to protect the 
environment as part of their religious duty. Through sustainable practices in their daily 
lives, participation in community-driven conservation efforts, and collaboration with 
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global environmental movements, Muslims can help create a more sustainable world. 
As more Muslim-majority countries adopt policies and practices rooted in Islamic 
environmental ethics, they can serve as examples of how faith-based approaches can 
contribute to global sustainability efforts. 

Looking ahead, integrating Islamic teachings into environmental education can 
be a key solution for addressing the global environmental crisis. By promoting the 
values of stewardship, moderation, and respect for nature, Islamic education can 
inspire individuals and communities to take meaningful action in preserving the Earth. 
Through this approach, the Muslim world can contribute significantly to the global 
movement for environmental sustainability and serve as a model for other faith 
communities. 
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